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Concert

Kiri Te Kanawa
Tower of London
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Richard Morrison

heebullient Harvey Goldsmith

moved his Continental Airlines

Tower Festival from Juneto

Septemberbecause hethought

thatthe later month waglikely
to offer better weather for enjoying music
alfrescoin the world’s most famous
medieval moat. Tell that to the 900
punters who stoically sat througha
cloudburston Tuesday to see The Yeomen
of the Guard,

" Ttwasn'ttoo balmy on Wednesday
either. Butatieast it stayed dry for Dame
Kiri Te Kanawa to introduce her Future
Stars of Operain a genial show efficiently

: backed by the City of London Smfoma a.nd L
i Robin Stapleton. :

Whatwith thepohce sirensand alrcraft

! passing everyfive minittes (weTethey .
i Continental?), the conditions weren't

- | idealforjudgingyoungvoices—all.

"! participantsin thisyear’s Solti-Te Kanawa
i Accademia in Haly. But thebaritone
i Phillip Rhodes—a good-looking Maori,
: like Te Kanawa herself— delivered Largo
i alfactotumwith such panache (albeitata
i steady speed) thata lifetime of Figaros and
¢ Papagenos seems guaranteed.

Hiswas the meatiest and most

! developedvoice. The Mexicar tenor -~

i Roberto Gomezand the Lithuanian

¢ soprano Lauryna Bendziunaiteare both

i still students at the Royal Academy of.

i Musicin London, and sounded like it But
i thelight-voiced Gomezfloated some

i sweet highnotesin Una fartivalagrima, -

: and Bendziunaite hasafierce edgetoher
¢ timbrethat could béexcitingifshecan
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¢ musteralittlémore colourandfeeling.

What, though, ofthe diva herself?

i Havinghinted earlier thissummerthat
¢ shewaswinding down, 38 yearsaftershe
.4 firstdazzled Covent Garden, Te Kanawa
.| nowseemskeentogoonandon.“Idon’t .
! know why they are planningtoretire me,”
! shesaid lastweek.“] haven't gotany plans
i todie,either. That couldbe onthe cards,
“! too,before [ retire”

Onthestrength of whatshe sang here,

i shiveringin astiff breeze, she could spin

¢ outherfarewell tour for years, especially

i witha microphone to compensate for

i inevitableloss of power. The velvety

i plushnessisintact; shestill rises

i confidently abovethestave,and aftera

i nervousstartin Bizet sherelaxed inthe

i Lloyd Webber, Bernstein and Gershwin

: thatfollowed. Quite afew regal ladies have
i madetheirswansongatthe Towerover -
: thecenturies, from Anne Boleyn onwards.

i Butthis, itseems, wasnotone ofthem,
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